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| Jup oEs V. latter part of the 15th Ver. 


For the Diviſions of Reuben there were great Thoughts 
of Heart, , © # 


S this Day is devoted to ſolemn Joy and Thankſgiving 
for the Commencement of the Union of the Two King- 

doms of GRE AT BRITAIN it ſeems no lels 
proper and ſeaſonable to reflect on the Miſchief and 


Danger of Diviſion, than to 1 "up ard tothe happy, 


5 


Conſequences to be expected from a well-concerted Union: for 
both theſe Views. are neceſſary to make us rehend how muß 
we owe, firſt to the Divine Providence, and then to the good Con- 6 
Me. duct of the Government under which we live, for giving us this 
© © Occaſion of publick Rejoicing, and conſequently to diſpoſe us to 
Day obey the Call of Both, in the performance of the Dutys of Praiſe 
for and Gratitude after a becoming manner. 3 
in The Text I have choſen for this purpoſe, is a Paſſage of the Song 
which Deborah compos'd, on occaſion of the wonderful Succeſs of 
rs her Arms againſt the Canaanites. „ 
16ir While ſhe applauds the Vigour and Courage of ſome of the 
ty Tribes in the defence of their common Liberty, ſhe can't forbear | 
to take notice of the great Danger to which the State of Iſrael |} 
was expos'd by thoſe Diviſions, that made others of them leſs con- 
cern d for the publick Intereſt, and leſs capable of ſer- _ 3 
ving it. For after having ſaid, Out of Ephraim was Ver. 14,15. 
there a Root of them againſt Amalek, after thee Benja- | 
min among thy People, out of Machir came down Governors, and 
out of Lebulun they that handle the Pen of the Writer: And the 
Princes of Iſſachar were with Deborah, even Iſſachar, and alſo Ba- 
rak, he was ſent on foot into the Valley: She adds, For the Diviz || 
ſons of Reuben there were great thoughts of Heart : _ „ 
Why abodeft thou among the Sheepfolds, to hear the Bleat- Ver. 16. 
ings of the Flocks ? for the Diviſions of Reuben there e 
were great Searchings of Heart, Gilead abode beyond Ver. 17: 
Jordan, and why did Dan remain in Ships ? Aſher con- 3 
tinu'd on the Sea. ſpore, and abode in his Breaches, Zebulun and - || 
Naphtali were a People that jeoparded their Lives unto the Death. 
Tho theſe Rexbenites were not the only. Tribe that were hinder d 
by their Diviſions from an equal ſhare both in the Service and Ho- 
nour of that Glorious Day, celebrated in this triumphant Song 3 
Jet their Negligence and Coldneſs in the cauſe of Liberty, conſi- 
gering the Advantiges they were * are particularly rev = 
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by this Princeſs. Not that all the Iſraelites on the other ſide Joy 
dan were negligent of the common Safety, for out of Machir came 
down Governors; that is, from among the Manaſttes, who inhabji. 
ted Gilead, came ſome of the Heads of Familys, and join'd their 
Troops to thoſe of the other Tribes. Nor were all on this ſide 
Jordan ſo well affected to the Government of Deborah, and to the 


Glorious Cauſe in which ſhe was ingag d, as to affit her, on this 


Emergency, with a Zeal becoming the occaſion ; for which ſhe 
mildly reproves them, when ſhe complains, Why did Dan remain 
in Ships? Aſher continu'd on the Seaſhore, &c. 05 = 
But theſe ſupine or diſaffected Perſons laſt mention'd, that inha- 
bited ſome parts of Canaan, ſeem not ſo formidable either for their 
Number or Power as thoſe beyond Jordan; and therefore this wiſe 
Princeſs reflects on their Diviſions with a repeated Emphaſis, as 
that which had extremely affected both Her and thoſe Iſraelites 
who had heartily join'd in the Expedition againſt K. Fabin : For 
the Diviſions of Reuben (ſays ſhe) there were great Thoughts of Heart, 


From which Words I ſhall take occaſion to inquire, 


I, What were theſe Diviſions of Reuben. ” 
Il. What is ſignify d by the great Thoughts of Heart concern 
ing em. . 17 75 


I. What were theſe Diviſions of Reuben. Some think the People 
of this Tribe were ſo divided among themſelves, by the difference 
| of their Opinions concerning the preſent Juncture of Affairs, that 
they cou'd come to no fix d Reſolution of falling into thoſe good 
meaſures that were taken by the greateſt part of the Tribes for the 
recovery of their Liberty, and for their future ſecurity from Ty- 
ranny and Oppreſſion: That tho they had a Zeal equal to that of 
the other Tribes for the general Intereſt of Iſrael, in which their 
{ own Welfare was involv'd ; yet their inteſtine Animoſitys and Diſ- 

putes made em too regardleſs of the common Danger, and de- 
| priv'd 'em of an Opportunity of ſignalizing their V alour, equally 
with their Brethren, againſt the Great Enemy of their Country. 
Others think the Diviſions of Reuben, in the Text, ſignify, That 
this Tribe, tho united among themſelves, yet was making a ſepa- 
rate Intereſt from the reit; and that this unhappy Diviſion pre- 

vented em from ſending their Quota of Auxiliary Troops againſt 
the Canaanitiſh King, on the occaſion of that Glorious Expedition 
of Deborah and Barak, which this Song commemorates. 

Neither of theſe Interpretations is improbable, and I ſee no rea- 

ſon why they may not very well confiſt together: T bat they were 
in ſome ſort divided in their Sentiments and Conduct from the reſt 


of the Tribes, appears by the Complaint the Propheteſs makes of 


their abiding in Sheepfolds, when they ſhou'd have been in their 
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Tents; and of their contenting themſelves te hear the Bleatings of 


their Flocks, when they cught to have attended the Call of the 
Trumpet. And 'tis not unlikely that they were divided among 
themſelves on this occaſion, ſince tis hard to imagine that any Mit- 
underſtanding ſhou'd fo far prejudice that numerous and warlike 
Tribe againſt their Brethren, as to make 'em all intirely negligent 
of their own Intereſt ; and that they ſnou'd all carry their Reſent- 
ments ſo high (whatever Offence they had taken) as to chooſe ra- 
ther to expoſe themſelves to the utmoſt Danger, than to ſhare the 
Honour and Advantage of a Victory over the common Enemy. "Tis 
ſcarce to be doubted, that a great number of the Reubenites were in 


as good a Diſpoſition as the reſt of the Tribes to make a Campaign | 
wit | 


Deborah and Barak, in the defence of Iſrael; but their want 
of Unanimity, and the Feuds and Animoſitys that may be ſuppos d 


to have happen'd among em on this account, cou'd not be ſo ipee- 


dily extinguiſh'd, as to put em into a capacity of ſending any con- 
fiderable Body of Troops to the Army. * IHE 
What was the occaſion of the Diſcontent of the Reubenites can't 
eaſily be determin d; whether they were not ſo early conſulted, and 
their Aid ſo particularly importun'd in this War as they expected, as 
ſeems probable in that the I roops of Naphtali and Zebulun were firſt 


which afterwards happen d among the Ephraimites againſt 7 
Gideon: Why haſt — ſerv'd = thus (fay they) that Judg. 8.1, 
thou didft not call us when thou wenteſt to fight with the Midianites ? 


and, as the Holy Text adds, they chid him ſharply + And as they af- 


terwards contended with Fephtha, on a like occaſion, 


in very ſevere Terms: Wherefore didſt thou paſs over to Judg, 185 
abt againſt the Children of Ammon, and diaft not call us 2 33 45 


to go with thee ? we will burn thy Houſe upon thee with | 
Fire which Controverſy roſe to that height that it cou'd not be 


decided without a Battel : Or whether they ſuppos d the Enterprize 


of Deborah in making War with Fabin was too hazardous an Un- 
dertaking, and if it ſhou'd prove unſucceſsful, likely to increaſe 


their Miſery ; as the Men of Succoth, with yet greater precaution, 


refus'd to furniſh Proviſion for the Troops of Gideon, when in pur- 
ſuit of the Midianites, leſt theſe ſhou'd rally again, and the Courſe 
of Victory ſhou'd turn; as ſeems plain from their words, Are the 


Hands of Leba and Zalmunna (i. e. the Kings of Midian) now in 
Army ? Whether (1 


thy bands, that we ſhou'd give Bread to thy 
lay) they were uneaſy on either of theſe Accounts I ſhall not de- 
termine. *Tis not improbable the Tribe of Reuben thought That 
Deference and Reſpect was not given em which belong'd to the el- 
deſt Tribe; and (how well ſoever they were fatisfy'd at preſent 


=, 


aſſembled, and that this occaſion'd a murmuring among em, like that 


with the unexceptionable Government of Deborah, yet) were ap- 


prehenſive they might be leſs eaſy under a future Governor, and 
therefore were reſolv d, upon ao" Demiſe, to fet up One of their 


3 en 
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own chuſing; and already began to ſhew a Diffidence of their 
Brethren, not caring to be concern'd with them in any publick Af. 
fairs. And perhaps their Situation on the other ſide the River gave 
riſe to ſome Differences about Trade and Commerce, which mak- 
ing their Intereſt often interfere with that of the other Tribes, 
prov'd a hindrance to their familiar Converſation z and fo their 
want of a good Correſpondence might revive that Jealouſy in their 
Minds which they formerly conceiv'd, when they, with the G4. 
. dites and part of the Tribe of Manaſſeh, return'd to their Pot 
ſeſſions, after the Conqueſt of Canaan, and the Settlement of the 
reſt of the Tribes in that Country; and which made them fear 
they ſhou'd be treated not only as if they were a diſtin& Nation, 
but as if they profeſs'd a different Religion; to prevent which they 
erected an Altar on the Borders of Canaan, as a ſtanding Teſti- 
mony that they were true Jſraelites, as they declare to the reſt of 
the Tribes, when they RO e at oo Pamper way 
time to come (lay they) your Children might ſpeak un- 
"jg 22.2% 0 our C hildren, * What have you to do with the 
5 Lord God of Iſrael? for the Lord hath made Jordan 
à2 Border between us and you; ye Children of Reuben, and Children 
of Gad, ye have no part in the Lord: fo fhall your Children make 
aur Children ceaſe from fearing the Lord, Therefore we ſaid, Let 
us now prepare ta build us an Altar, not for es nn, nor fur 
Sacrifice, but that it may. be a Witneſs between us and you, and our 
Generations after us, that we might do the Service of the Lord before 
bim with our Burnt-Offerings, and with our Sacrifices, and with our 
Peace · Offerings; that your Children may nat ſay to aur Children in 
time to come, ye have no part in the Lord, Tis not unlikely, I lay, 
that there was a Revival of this former Jealouſy in the Reubemte;, 
and that they thought the Tribes on the other ſide Jordan ſcarce 
look d on em as true Iſraelites, but as a Nation divided from em 
dy their Intereſt and Opinions, as well as Situation; and were un. 
Jude, 4 eaſy that a Propheteſs of Mount Ephraim ſhou'd 
> +1 ed govern em, fince this made em with regret remem- 
ber the Tranſlation of the Birthright from then to the Sons of Je- 
ſeph (as the Government was afterwards trarsfer'd to Judah) for 
thus the words of Jacob to Reuben, Gen. 49,/4.\ that he ſhou'd not 
excel, are explain'd 1-or. 5. 112. For He (i) e. Reuben) was 
the Firſt born ʒ but foraſmuch as he ge Bed, his Birth- 
right was given to the Sons gf Joleph, th of Iſrael, and the 
Genealogy is not to be rect m d after the Birthrighr For Judah pre- 
vail d above his Brbthreny and of Him came the chief Ruler, but the 
Birthright was Joſeph's. It m't be thought this cou d be eaſily 
born, and therefo they: hight conclude 'twou'd be moſt expedien! 
to aſſert their antiẽnt 


oveteignty\over the other Tribes, or at leaſt 


declare themſelves intirely independent on em. But after all, wit: 


ther this, or any other of the things above mention d, occaſio 


the 
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the Diviſions of Reuben ſpoken of in this Paſſage of Deborah's Song» 
f- Wie brevity of that Hiſtory will not permit us certainly to reſolve; © 
ve nd therefore we muſt content our ſelves with ſuch Conjectures as 
k- W;opear to have the greateſt probability. I ſhall therefore proceed, 
85 II. To conſider what is ſignify d by the great Thoughts of Heart 
ir ¶occaſion'd by this Diviſion. ke ** 
ir We may be ſure all thoſe Iſraelites who had a true Reliſh of Li- 
a= Wherty, and a ſincere Love to their Religion, were not a little con- 
E cernd at the Diviſions of Reuben, and that both before and after 
he the Conqueſt of the Canaanitiſh Army: for the Original will e⸗ 
ar Wcully bear the words to be render d, For the Diviſions of Reuben 
n, here Were, or there Are great Thoughts of Heart. And tis not to 
ey be doubted that Deborah, who had nothing ſo much at heart as 
i- Mite Welfare of all her People, was extremely thoughtful -of the 
of Weil Conſequences which might attend theſe Breaches, and very 
In ¶ bllicitous of finding means effectually to je nar them. oF 
n The Greatneſs of her Conqueſt over the Nations of Canaan, 
he ¶ cat make her forget the unreaſonable Factions of the Tribes ß 
an ¶ HVael. The Diviſions of Reuben ſeem to abate the Joy of Victory, 
en ¶ and now and then force a Sigh from her, even in the midſt of her 
ke © triomphant Song: For the Diviſions of Reuben there were great 
et ¶ Thoughts of Heart; and again, For the Diviſions of Reuben great | 
fur Searchings of Heart : Expreſſions which ſufficiently declare the + 
ur WF Temper of the generous Soul of that Mother in Iſrael, who cou'd 
oe not think her ſelf happy in ber Government, till her Triumphs 
abroad were crown'd with Union at home. . T7. 
n There is indeed a different turn given to theſe Words by Inter- | 
| 
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Y, WY preters; ſome render them, In the Diviſions of Reuben were great 
e, Men, and wiſe in Heart, of of a reſolud Mind. So they ſeem to re- 
ce preſent that Parental Compaſſion with which Deborah laments their 
em Diviſions, ſince they had among em Men no leſs famous for their 
n. Knowledg and Wiſdom, than for their Courage and Reſolution; 
ud and therefore as capable of ſerving the Publick in Places of Trait 
m- I and Honour as the reſt of the Tribes, if their Differences cou 
once be heal'd by a happy Coalition. Others interpret the words, 
tor A the Diviſions of Reuben, even of the Great Men, were Great | 
not Thoughts of Heart; that is, at the Diviſions which were among the 
s Nobles, the Stateſmen, Magiſtrates, and the Heads of Familys, © |; 
who made different Partys, and divided the common People: Or, 
che WI For the Diviſions of Reuben the Great Men had Thoughts of Heart; 
ne. and fo the Text may repreſent the Application of Mind with which 
the Greateſt Men in 1ſrael inquir'd into the true Cauſes of the Di- 
lily vinons of Reuben, when they perceiv'd the Dangers likely to enſue | 
ent upon 'em, and with which they conſulted a method of Union for 
all rectifying the preſent Diſorders, and preventing future Miſchief, | 
a? not without the earneſt Recommendation, and poſſibly the ſpecia | 
d Commiſſion of this wiſe and religious Princeſs; who, by the Suc- | 
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ceſs of her Arms, as well as by the Clemency and Moderation o 
| her Government, was become equally the Joy of her People and 
the Terror of ber Enemys, and much more capable of idol 
the Minds of the Iſraelites to Union and a good Correſpondence, 
than a leſs Gracious and Wiſe Governor cou'd be. | 
But ſeeing theſe Thoughts of Heart, both of Deborah and the 
Nobles of Iſrael, or thoſe Reaſonings Debates (as ſome turn 
che word) that were among em, ſeem plainly to import the great 
Danger they apprebended from Diviſion, the good Effects to be 
expected from a firm Union, and alſo the great Difficulty of 
bringing it about; all which might well engage their Thoughts, 
and cauſe great Conſultations among em: I ſhall conſider, 
1. The Danger of the Diviſions of Reuben. 
2. The Conſequences to be hop'd from their Union with 
the reſt of the Tribes. And, War 
3. The Difficulty of accompliſhing this Work. | 
Which, as I ſaid before, might juſtly occaſion great Thoughts I cc 
of Heart in Deborah, in all the Men of . Senſe and Probity under I And 
her Government, and particularly in the Great Men who were ions 
her chief Counſellors, and belt qualify'd for the higheſt Employ- Eve 
ments in that Nation. ; <3" coun 
The firſt thing that falls under our Conſideration is the Danger ¶ jap 
of the Diviſions of Reuben; which will appear very Great, when 


Ir: 
we conſider, that beſides the Common Diſadvantages of Conten- Yr 
tion and Diviſion, by which Men of differing Partys are de- Nu 
priv'd of thoſe good Offices which they matually owe each other, ¶ «cc 

nothing is more frequently to be obſerv'd, than that the Averſion 1 
which ariſes from the Strife of contending Communitys is eafily Þ mi 


fomented and increas d; fo that the Difficulty of extinguiſhing it 
grows in proportion to the time of its continuance. The Cir- Þl of 
cumftances of Iſrael at this time render d the Danger ſo much the C 
more terrible, in that the Tribes had been Jong groaning under 
Tyranny, and one would have thought ſhould have learn'd ſo much 
Moderation and Prudence as to ſuſpend their leſſer Quarrels, at I p. 
leaſt while they were Companions in Miſery, and bowing under I 5 
the Yoke of a common Oppreſſor; that they ſhould have ſacrific d 
their civil Controverſys to the publick Welfare, and united all 


tl 

their Forces to recover their antient Liberty, and to ſecure to them- I n 
ſelves te free Exerciſe of their Religion. How great was the Ne 
Riſque they ran on this Occaſion, who rather chole to maintain Il * 
their unceaforable Diviſions, than with united Strength to attempt I ( 


the ſtopping of that Inundation of Mifery which threaten'd em 
all wich cqual ivuin! The Strength and Number of King Fabin's 
Army, who had 900 Chariots of Iron, when the Iſraelites were 
far from a good Poiiure of Defence (ſince, by the Teſtimony of 

Deborah, a Shield or Spear were ſcatce ſeen amor, 
Judg. 5. 8. 40000 in IJfrael) ought to have excited theſe to Una- 
| | ; . nimity, 


Union, of England and Scotlanld. 9 
atv. as moſt the only means left em to regain their Liberty; 
oh unhappily the Breach continu d rr hazard ous War 1 
Nor did the Danger vaniſh immediately after the Overthrow' of 
e Hin aanitiſp Forces; for it was not impoſſible that the Tribes 
neht uſe the ſame Vigor in deſtroying each other, which" they | 
7 before imploy'd in vanquiſhing their Enemys; and Deborah | 
nieht well foreſee that glorious Victory ſhe had obtain d, and te 
ſzquent time of Peace and Tranquillity the Nation bad in View, | 
Joa d be ſo far from making em happy while their civil Broils 
,ntion'd, that it might rather give em Opportunity to ſheath 
weir Swords in the Bowels of each other, if not timely prevented 
by ſome prudent Method to reunite 'em. © 
and who can recount the Miſerys that might have befallen D“ 
ral, if their Diviſions had continu'd and broke out into a Civil 
war? What a hindrance wou'd this have been to their Commerce? 
What a Devaſtation muſt have enſu d on their Frontiers? What 
; conſiderable part of their Land muft have lain uncultivated ? 
and what frequent Alarms on either ſide, what deſolating Excur- 
ſons, what Spoil and Ravage, what Cruelty and Slaughter wou'd 
have been the Conſequence of the Continuance of tlys Diviſion, 
may be learn'd from that dreadful Civil War which | k 
happen'd between the Benjamites and the reſt of the Jadg. 20. 
Iſraelites, by which a Tribe was likely to have been Ch. 21. 6. 
cat off from Iſrael; and by the Wars between the ä 
Two and the Ten Tribes at ſeveral times, after the fatal Breach 
occaſion di by the Tyranny and Stupidity of Rehoboam. 
That which made their divided State threaten yet greater Cala- 
mitys, was, that the Weakneſs of either Party wou'd prompt em 
to call in the Aid of foreign Princes, as it happen'd to the Kin 
of Iſrael and Judah; and then 'tis eaſy to gueſs what à direct 
Courſe was taken even by the conquering Party to become an eaſy 
Prey to their Heathen Confederates. | 5 - 
However, ſince they were ſurrounded with ill Neighbonrs, thoſe 
Pagans whom, by the Divine Appointment, they bad diſpoſſeſs d 
of one of the moſt fertile and agreeable Countrys in the World; 
it muſt needs appear very dangerous for em to be diſunited among 
themſelves, ſince this might give occaſion to their inveterate Ene= 
mys to attack em with Succeſs, to ſeize their Inheritances, and 
carry them and their Familys into Captivity, or at leaſt to reduce 
= to a State of Slavery, and make 'em Tributarys in their own 
untry. | : . 
The Danger of Diviſion among the Tribes, not only affected 
their Civil, but their Religious State: For Religion is not likely 
to proſper, where Charity, the principal Glory and Beauty of it, 
is violated, and the very bond of Perfection broken. What a Scan- 
dal muſt the Contentions of Iſrael have been to their Heathea 
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Neighbours! and what a Temptation to one Party, at leaſt of te 


T{raelites themſelves, to apoſtatize to Idolatry, in complaiſance ta 
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their/Pagan Confederates, thereby to ſecyre their Afſiſtance againſ 
/ their Brethren and to ani ſn from the Minds of the People a 
Def e of viſiting the Sanctuary of God at the ſolemn Anniverſary 

caſts, when all the Males were oblig'd to worſhip there! And 


the facred Hiſtory aſſures us this was the Effect of that famous 


Diviſion of the Ten. Tribes from the Two in the time of Feroboam, 
© When, we moreover. conſider that the Gadites and Manaſites 
ho had their Portion of Land with the Reubenites on the other 


e Jordan, were in all appearance engag d in. the ſame Intereſt 


with em, and that at leaſt many of em were of their Party, 


this Diviſion ſeems yet more terrible: for that they were a nu- 
merous and warlike People, appears by what is related of em on 
"Ro the Occaſion of -a Battel in which they conquer'd 

10 Chron. 5. the Fagarites: The Sons of Reuben, and the Ga- 


dites, and half the Tribe of Manaſſeh, of valiant 
5 Men, Men able to bear Buckler and Sword, and to 
ſhoot with Bom, and Skilfut in War, were 44760 that went out to 
War. And their popular Pretence to Sovereignty, by their antient 
Claim of Birthright, might be ſuppos'd capable of drawing many 
weak and diſaffected People even of other Tribes to their Party. 
Well might ſuch a Diviſion as this appear formidable to Deho- 
rah, and the Elders of Iſrael; and make em think it worthy their 
beſt Thoughts and greateſt Application to provide a timely Re- 
medy againſt this growing Diſtemper, leſt after the Conqueſt of 
—4 Enemys, the Iſraelites ſhou'd deftroy themſelves for lack of 
wledg. 
2. As the Danger and Miſchief of Diviſion muſt have given De. 
borah, and the wiſeſt and beſt of her People, many careful and 


_ uneaſy Thoughts, and muſt have made em very ſollicitous to en 


gage the divided Tribes to coaleſce : So the Proſpect of the 
Bleſſings of Peace and Union cou'd not fail to excite em ſtrictly 


to apply their Care and Thought, in concerting and accompliſhing ' 


ſo good and fo glorious a Deſign. 


1 


And here I can't better repreſent to you the great Advantages 
that wou'd certainly have accru'd to Iſrael by Union, than by de- 


firing you to reflect on the Miſerys already expreſs d that muſt 


have attended their Diſcord and Diviſion; For nothing can give 
you a more lively Idea of the Bleſſings of Peace, than a genuine 
Deſcription of the Calamitys of War, if you make but this one 
_ Reflection, That the latter is the very Reverſe of the former. 
Deborah and her Senators might well account the Reconcilia- 
tion of the Tribes worthy their greateſt Care and Deliberation; 
becauſe they well knew the happy Conſequences that wou'd atten 
that Union: That when Peace was within the alls of Iſrael, 
Proſperity wou d be in their Palaces: That this wou'd give em 
Credit and Eſteem in foreign Nations, and render em ne 


—_ ——— — 
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4 wiſe and underſtanding People; for what Nation is My 
there ſo great, who have God ſo nigh unto them? &c. That this 
ud ſecure their Borders from the Invaſions of the idola- 
irous Nations that ſurrounded em, who\ watched for Oppor- 
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Union of England. and Scotfanc. 11 
ie to their Enemys, who wou'd be forc'd to acknowledg their 


Viſdom, and the great Favours of the Divine Providence towards 
em, in ſuch terms as theſe, Surely this Great Nation Deut.4; 


wnitys of fowing Diſcord among theſe Brethren, and of ſur- 
ping ein with their Armys, when divided. That this wou d 
age the Protection of that God whom they worſhip'd; fo that 
what the Pſalmiſt ſpeaks of Sion, wou'd be true of * 
the Iſraelitiſi Nation in general: God is known in Pſal. 48. 3, 4, 
her Palaces for a Refuge : For lo the Kings were aſſem- J, 6. 
rd, they paſs d by together: They ſaw it, and ſo — 
they marvel d; they were troubled, and haſted away. Fear took hola 
yn em there, and Pain as of a Woman in Trauall. 
Let Mount Sion rejoice, let the Daughters of Ju- Ver. 11, 12, 
dah be glad, becanſe of thy Fudgments, Walk about 13, 14 © 
Sion, and go round about ber, tell the Towers there, 
of: Mark ye well her Bulwarks, conſider her Palaces, that ye may 
tell it to the Generation following. For this God is our God for 
ever and ever, he will be our Guide even unto Death.- © | 
Deborah and her Nobles might well foreſee that this Union a- 
mong the Tribes won'd ſoon make the Nation recover its antient 
Vigour and Grandeur, after a tedious Sergitude under the Tyrant 
of Cx4an, and the large Expences of the late War | 
for the Recovery of their Liberty: That the High. Judg. 5.6, 7. 
ways ſhou'd be no more unoccupy d, and the Travellers 
oblig'd to walk thro By-ways : That the Inhabitants of the Villages 
frou'd no more ceaſe, as they had ceasd in Iſrael, till 
Deborah aroſe, till ſhe aroſe a Mother in Iſrael. Ver, 11. 
That they ſhoud be deliver d from the Noiſe of Ar- 
chers in the Places of drawing Water, and there rehearſe the righ- 
tus Acts of the LORD, even the righteaus Acts tawards the Inha- 
bitants of his Villages in Iſrael; and the People ofs the LORD fhou'd 
go down to the Gates without Fear. That Art and Commerce ſhou'd 
flouriſh among em, and that the Tfraehres ſhou'd reap the Fruit 
& their Induitry, every one under his Vine and Figtree, and none 
make em afraid. That their Garners ſpou d be full, affording all 
manner of Store: That their Sheep ſhou'd bring forth Thouſands and 
Ten as + in their Streets, That their Oven ſhou d be ftrong to 
labour; that there ſhou'd be no breaking in nor going out, no com- 
Maning in their Streets, Happy is the People that is in ſuch a Caſe, 
jea 92ppy is the People whoſe God is the LORD. „ 
hey might with great pleaſare foreſee how much this Union 
nou d conduce to the Advancement of true Religion among the 
Tribes; the Sum of which is Love and Charity: Charity which 
7 | | ſuffers 


ka I Thankſgiving Sermon fr ile 
= aps Suffers long, and is kind, and envys not; Cha; 


Blood. And as Troops of Robbers wait for a Man, ſo the Comp, 


Ver. 3. King glad with t 


tion; a Sin contrary to the Light of Nature, as well as to the 


ent ions are like the Bars of a Caſtle. 


that vaunteth not it ſelf, is not puff d up, doth 5 


TT... behave it ſelf wnſeemly, ſeeks not her own, ; „ ferer 
eafily provok'd, thinks no Evil, rejoices not in Iniquity, but 8 — 
in the Truth; bears all things, believes all things, hopes all thin the! 
endures all things. That now there wou d be no danger of Perf. meat 


cution, when their Civil Intereſts wou'd be the fame, and all iM of 3 
Tribes agreed in the Subſtantials of Religion, and that BarbaricY weri 


and Cruelty prevented, of which ſome of the Tribes were guilt time 
after their Diviſion and Apoſtacy in the time of Jeroboam (u I 


Idolatry and Perſecution uſually go together) when even the prieſt and 


of Dan and Bethel embru'd their Hands with the innocent Blood fatis 
of their Brethren, who went up to worſhip at A accorY caut 
ding to the Divine Command. Of this Cruelty the Prophet Hoſe and 


_ Hoſ.6.8, 9. ſeems to complain, when he ſays, Gilead # a Cir line 


of them that work Iniquity, and is polluted wit bad 
of Priefts murder in the way by Conſent ;, for they commit Leudueſ ! ( 
the Wickedne 


1 And again, when he ſays, — The Iniquity of EI Co 
Ch. 7. 1. 6 pals * 4 


phraim was diſcover d, Sama- hea 


tia; for. they commit Falſhood, and the Thief cometh in, and th het 


Troop of Robbers e- without, ——T hey made th for 
err Wickedneſs, and the Prince wa 
with their Lies. Such dreadful Conſequences of Diviſion as the the 


ſhew of how great Importance it was to attempt a Union among en 


the Tribes, and what a bleſſed Proſpect this Princeſs and the Se 
nators of Iſrael might have of putting an effectual bar to Perſecu 


Precepts of that Religion God had reveal'd to Iſrael; a Crime 
highly provoking to God, and ſcandalous in the Account of al 
Mankind, 'who are not ſo abandon'd to their Paſlions as to violate 
the plaineſt Laws of Reaſon and Humanity, 
But while the Danger of Diviſion, and the good EffeRs of U 
nion engag'd the Thoughts of Deborah and her Councils, we can't 
ſuppoſe that the great Ditficultys attending this Work did not 
occur to their Minds; and, according to the words of our Text, 
occaſian d great Thoughts of Heart, much Thought and Contrivance 
many Debates and Conſultations: which is the laſt thing that falls 
under our notice from the Text, viz. Fs 

z. The Difficulty of accompliſhing this great Work. How hard at 
a Matter muſt it be to reconcile contending Tribes or Nations, 
when it often groves ſo difficult to unite two contending Perſons = 
Don. x3 he wileſt of Men obſerves, that a Brother offended ti 

rov. 18. 19. ;; harder to be won than a firong City, and their Con- ce 


Sirce there is ſuch a Variety of Tempers, and Difference of In 
tercſts aiwong Men; ſuice they are prone to be led by their Pal 
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and biaſs d by a great number of Prejudices, it muſt appear * 
very difficult to make any large Communitys willing to coaleſce.” 
and become one 4 eſpecially when their Fears and Suſpicions 
of each other are riſen to a great height. For in National Dif- 
ferences there are ſeldom wanting thoſe crafty Incendiarys, who 
know how to aggravate Offences, heighten Jealouſys, miſrepreſent 
the Words and Actions of Men in publick Employments; by theſe 
means to augment the Flame, tho ſometimes under the Pretence 
of — to extinguiſh it. And tis not to be 8 there 
were none of this Character among the Tribes of Judah, in the 
time of Deborah. | | | | 2 

There are uſually, in Affairs of this Nature, ſo many Demands 
and Claims made on either ſide, ſo many Men of Influence to be 
ſatisfy d, ſo many popular Pretenſions to be anſwer d, ſo many Pre- 
cautions to be taken, ſo many Inconveniences to be prevented, 
and fo many Nicetys to be adjuſted, that to make a Union of this 
kind feaſible at preſent, and durable in time to come, a Prince 
bad need have David's Character, To be wiſe as an Angel of God, 
in order to effect it. | 

On theſe Accounts the Diviſions of Reuben ſeem'd to require the 
Counſel of a Propheteſs, and the matureſt Thoughts of the San- 
hedrim of Iſrael. Her extraordinary Piety cou'd not but prompt 
her to attempt a thing ſo much for the Honour of Religion, and 
for the publick Welfare; her tender Care of all the Tribes, as ſhe 
was their Governor and a Mother in Iſrael, made her reflect on 
their Diſorders with Compaſſion, and earneſtly deſire to redreſs 


em. | | 
Tho the Enterprize was great and difficult, and perhaps formerly 
attempted in vain; yet the ſurprizing Succeſs of her Troops in the 
Field, and her equal Adminiſtration at home; the Mildneſs of her 
Government, as well as the Terror of her Arms, might well give 
her hopes of iucceeding. The Wiſdom and Moderation of her 
Conduct towards all her People when ſhe ſat on the Throne of 
Judgment, and the Glorious ViRorys ſhe obtain'd in the Field of 
Battel, gave her the Hearts of the 1ſraelires, and made a Reunion 
of the Tribes appear not altogether impracticable. Her great 
Wildom cou'd not fail to direct ber to 1mploy proper hands on 
ſo critical an occafion, and her great Piety conſtantly to im- 
plore the Bleſſing of Heaven for the accompliſhment of fo juſt, ſo 
generous, and fo charitable a Deſign; and the Prayer of a Pro- 


pheteſs, and on ſuch an occaſion, was not likely to want a favour- 
ard able Anſwer, | 22 | 


ns: Yet whether this Princeſs had the Glory of cementing at this © 
aca time the Diviſions of which ſhe complains, we have no expreſs Ac- | 
count in the brief Hiſtory concerning her Government. However, 
this joyful Day gives us occaſion to celebrate the Succeſs the a e 

85 Providence 
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| Providence has 
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Proſpect than what we have been taking of the Union of the Tribes 


of Iſrael; tho our Britiſh was in Camper of being obſtructed by yet 


greater Difficultys than thoſe I have been reciting. 
If we ſeriouſly reflect on the critical Circumſtances, wherein two 
different Nations in the ſame Iſland muſt neceſſarily be, eſpecially 


if under two diſtin Princes; how hard a matter it wou'd be to 


maintain a laſting Peace, and how eaſy to kindle Wars between 
*em : If we conſider how certainly great Calamitys wou'd attend 


thoſe Wars, and how uncertain the Event of em wou'd be; what 


Alliances the weaker fide might be tempted to affect, and how fatal 
ſuch meaſures might prove to both Nations; we ſhall find we had 


lately no ſmall occaſion to apprehend that very ſad Conſequences 


wou'd attend the Diviſion of England and Scotland, in caſe the lat- 
ter ſhou'd chuſe a diſtin& Sovereign from the other, as they might 
have done after the preſent Reign. FV 

The Hiſtory of the Wars in England during the Saxen Heptar- 
chy, thoſe between the Houſes of York and Lancafter, and thoſe 
between England and Scotland; all ſnew how inconſiſtent it is with 
the Peace and Welfare of this Iſland to be divided into different 


Kingdoms. 


- Such Diviſion maſt needs have weakned the Proteſtant intereſt 


both at Home and Abroad, and perhaps in time wou d have over- 
_ thrown the Succeſſion of Proteſtant Princes to both Nations; 


fince nothing is more apparent than that inteſtine Quarrels - might 


ve opportunity to ſome foreign Power to introduce Slavery and 
opery into the whole Iſland. 


Nor are the Advantages to be expected from this Union leſs obvi- 


| ous, than the Dangers we had to apprehend from the Continuance 
of Diviſion. Who is it that ſees not how much it conduces to 


render Great Britain more conſiderable to its Allys, and more for- 


midable to its Enemys? that it tends to inſpire all of us, who love 


our Liberty and Religion, with thoſe generous Principles of Charity 


and Moderation, by which the publick Peace and Safety is beſt fe- * 


cur'd, and the Honour of our Holy Religion beſt vindicated ? Her 
Majeſty and the Parliament of both Nations, by concurring in this 
Act of Union, have ſufficiently fignify'd to the World, that the 


different Sentiments of Proteſtants in Matters of Religion, are ve- 
ry conſiſtent with their living peaceably together under the ſame G 


vernment, and being mutually ſerviceable to the Pablick, according 
to their ſeveral Capacitys and Stations, bs 9-0 TY 
What Advantages this Union gives us againſt both our inteſtine 


and foreign Enemys, tis eaſy to diſcern; and we hope a little time 


will further explain how much it will ſtrengthen the Hands, & 


given the Queen of Great Britain, in accompliſhing 

the Union of theſe Two Kingdoms, which if they had remain' 
divided, threaten'd us with no leſs Dangers than thoſe we have be- 

fore ad, and now they are united, give us à no leſs ha 


well as | d in ot fEuro 
nd who knows how much it may make wax fer the Re-eſtabliſh- 
nent of the Reformation in thoſe Countrys, from whence it bas 
deen extirpated by all the Methods of Treachery and Viglence? By 

the ſwift and wonderful Progreſs of her Majeſty's Arms ab 


— . f road, and 
the ſpeedy accompliſhment of this Union at Home, the Provi- 


dence of God ſeems to indicate, that there is a Harveſt of Glory 
fill behind, and yet greater Deeds are to adorn her Reign, as tie 
Reward of her Piety and Moderation, and to encourage her Ma- 


ety to imploy her Power and Intereſt for the Relief of thoſe op- 
press d People, who have been perſecuted with the leaſt colour ' of 
Reaſon, and with the utmoſt rigour in the World. 
But I will not undertake to enumerate all the good Conſequences 
to be hop'd from this Union. If we have but a Temper of Mind 
futable to ſo great a Bleſſing, there is reaſon to hope that the pre- 
ſent and future Generations will call Her Bleſſed, who has been 
the happy Inſtrument of effecting it, and that amidſt a thouſand 
Difficultys. : : og ates 3 1 
What was endeavour'd to no purpoſe in former Reigns, and ſo 
earneſtly recommended by the late King William of Glorious Me- 
mory without effect, has been reſerv'd' for the preſent : The Diffi- 
cultys attending this Great Work from the private Intereſts and 
piques of Great Men, from the mixture of Religious and Civil 
Mfrs, from the different Views and Prejudices of both Nations, 
and from the critical Circumſtances of their Trade, have been all 
firmounted, and that in a ſhort ſpace of time, by the good. Pro- 
ſidence of that God (who alone can diſpoſe Men, under ſuch dif- 
ferent Circumſtances, to be of one Mind) by the prudent Conduct 
of the Queen and her Councils, and the exact Management of her 
Commiſhoners. 2 0 
Thus while arbitrary Princes, who think to make all things 
yield to their Pleaſure by Force and Violence, have often the 
Mortification of ſeeing, their beſt Meaſures broken, and their 
well-laid Deſigns prove abortive; Thoſe who govern a Free and 
Generous People, according to Juſt and Equal Laws, have the fa- 
tisfaction to find their good Defigns proſper, and ſurmount the 
greateſt Difficultys, while they reign in the Hearts of their People, 


Ind in all their ways acknowledg the Great GOD, both by their 


Prayers and Thankſpivings, that he may direct their Paths. 

As the Queen has often paid this Homage to the Almighty, and 
s frequently call'd on her People to join with her in the ſame des. 
ſout Exerciſes ; fo God has on many occaſions granted her Her 
Heart's Defire, and not withholden the Requeſt of her Lips. 

May the ſame good Providence, that has given Her the chief 
Honour of breaking the Chains of Europe, give her alſo the ſatiſ- 
«ion of ſeeing its Liberty entirely ſecur d, and its Peace reſtor d; 
ind the ſame Divine Hand, that has ſucceeded her in uniting her 

TT Proteſtant _ 
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8 Sabjefts at Home, make her che Glorious Inſtrument of re. 
And now what remains, but that we ſhou'd bleſs the Lord with ay 


| have in View, and which will certainly arrive, if our Sins prevent nat, 
| provoking the Almighty to mingle a perverſe Spirit among us: for our De 


| God forbid that we ſhou'd abuſe ſo great Mercys as thoſe 


Trek. 37. liel: Thus ſaith the Lord, Behold I will take the Children 6 
21, 22. IIxael from among the Heathen whither they are gone, and will 


and one King ſhall be King to them all and they : ſhall be no more two Na- 
ant, neither ſhall they be divided into two Kingdoms ary more at all, 


bliſhing the Reform'd Religion Abroad! 0 

Son's, and with all that is within us bleſs his Holy Name, for the Union « 
England and Scot land; for the Security he has hereby given us from ch 
Dangers we fear d, for the hopetul Proſpect ot the good Conſequences we 


after all this may be from our ſelves, or we may be all togethel 
given up into the hands of our foreign Enemys. Ogethe 


we now e 
and provoke him to puniſn us after ſo terrible a manner: How a 
to be wiſh'd that the charitable Temper of our Minds, and Purity of our 
Lives may recommend the Holy Religion we profeſs? How mnch better is ir 
to imi tate the generous and Chriſtian Example of that Princeſs, whs nas 
fo often recommended Moderation from the Throne; and a greater patten 
than Her's, even that of our bleſſed Saviour himſelf, who when he was re- 
vil d revil'd not again, than to write after the Copy of thoſe angry wen, 
who even at this happy Conjuncture, which ought to have inſpir'd em with 
a Diſpoſition of Unity and Concord, have not fear'd to tranſereſs the 
bounds of Decency and Juſtice, in traducing the Names of their Brethren 
to foreign Proteſtants ? 1 3 FRM 
Let us be as far from following their Maxims, as from imitating theit 
| ' Manners ; and confute their Calumnys by a blameleſ; Conver. 
Job 27. 6. ſation, that our own Conſciences may not reproach 1s as long a 
| we live: ſo ſhall their ill- contriv'd Slanders, in a little time, 
be no more credited Abroad, than they are regarded ar Home. _ 
It becomes us rather to mourn over the Diviſions and Confuſions that WM _ 
are in the World, whereby ſo many of our Fellow. Creatures are made mi- 
ſerable, eſpecially ro deplore the Diviſions among thoſe of the Reform'd 
Religion; and each of us, in our ſeveral Stations, to ſtudy the things that 
May niake for Peace, and thoſe whereby we may edify one another. 
May the Union that takes place this Day be never diſlolv'd by our Follys 
and Sins! May Ephraim never more envy Judah, nor Judah vex Ephraim! 
May England and Scotland be for the future as much One in Inclination and 
Affection, as they are oblig'd to be by their Duty and Intereſt ; that what 
has been ſolemnly confirm'd on Earth, may be ratify'd in Heaven ; and 
that what God has join'd tagether, no Man may put aſunder ! That this 
Union may be like that of Judah and Ijrae!, predicted by Exe- 


Leather them on every ſide, and bring them into their own Land, 
And I will make em one Nation in the Land, upon the Mountains of Iſrael; 


af FI NIS. 


